
The 0nondaga

The New "Steamer  0nondaga" ,  bu i l t  by  George Codd jng ton ,  was  launched 20  Oct .1870

at  the  foo t  o f  Cas t le  S t ree t  jn  Geneva.  She Commenced her  da i l y  t r ips  be tween Watk ins

and  Geneva  6  Mar .1871 .  Th is  was  the  s ta te l ies t  s teamer  tha t  ever  sa i led  on  Seneca

Lake and even though not larger or faster than the Ben Loder,  she could carry upwards

o f  1 ,000  passengers .

There  were  th ree  decks ,  s ta te rooms and comple te  mea ls .  An 0rches t ra  wh ich  a lso

p layed as  the  boat  approached and le f t  the  land ' ings .  Twe lve  tons  o f  Coa l  were  used

every  two days ,  loaded by  e igh t  men w ' i th  whee lbar rows,  who d id  th js ' in  f rom 15-20"

with 250/ l  as a load.

in  1884,  decayed t imbers  were  rep laced and the  hu l l  and upper  par t  o f  the  boat

were  repar  req .

By  1898,  No longer  use fu l  fo r  passengers ,  she  was car ry ing  on ly  f re igh t  and towing

a few canal  boats up and down the lake. She was a burden to her owners and was chartered

by  the  Geneva Board  o f  Hea l th ,  as  a  hosp i ta l  fo r  smal lpox  v ic t ims f rom a  Comedy Co.

p lay ing  in  Geneva .

The sh ip  was anchored about  a  ha l f  m j le  f rom shore ,  la te r  taken to  Kashong

po in t ,  about  a  mj le  f rom e i ther  shore  and on  15  Sept .  1898,  b lown up 'be fore  a  c rowd

of  20 ,000  peop le  -  wh jch  i s  ano ther  ta le .

By Betty Smal I  ey for  Don Campbel 1 ,  who has a ket t l  e and cover carved by Seth

Young o f  Dresden,  f rom a  p iece  o f  the  ra i l jng .  Th js  was g iven Don by  Emma Wald  Sanford

when he  was about  7  years  o id .


